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Level-11 Counsel Liu Weihua’ s Speech at the Opening Ceremony of the 4" CAREC Think

Tanks Forum
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Director Syed Shakeel Shah, Vice Governor Chen Shixin, Vice Provincial Governor Xu
Datong, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,
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Good morning!
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I’'m very delighted to attend the 4™ Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation
(CAREC) Think Tanks Forum. | would like to express, on behalf of the Ministry of Finance
of the People’s Republic of China, congratulations on the convention of the forum, deep
gratitude to the member states’ governments of the CAREC Institute (Cl), Asian
Development Bank, relevant think tanks, and in particular Shaanxi Provincial People’s
Government, International Finance and Economy Center and CI for their support for the
forum, and warm welcome to all the guests and representatives who have travelled from afar

to attend the forum!
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Since its inception in 2016, the CAREC Think Tanks Forum has been held thrice, and it
has grown into one of the CI flagship products. Today we open the 4" CAREC Think Tanks

Forum themed on “Trading for Shared Prosperity”, which is highly relevant to real life.
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Trade is an important way to promote development and prosperity. Economic
globalization represented by trade liberalization and trade facilitation is an important driving
force for the rapid development of world economy over the past decades. The ever-upgrading
trade facilitation in Central Asian countries has injected a huge impetus to regional economic
growth, and provided diverse channels for the peoples in the region to have access to even
richer products and services. But currently as protectionism and unilateralism have raised
their heads, multilateralism and free trade regime have been affected and destabilizing factors
and uncertainties have markedly increased in international environment. In face of the above
challenges, all parties should firmly uphold the idea of opening up and development,
explicitly oppose all forms of protectionism, and reinvigorate the two engines of international
trade and investment, to push regional and global economy to pursue long-term prosperous
development through win-win cooperation for parties concerned.
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It is hoped by the Chinese side that the forum will conduct in-depth discussions upon the
opportunities and challenges facing trade liberalization in Central Asia, voice support for
global free trade, and put forward policy proposals for promoting regional prosperity and
economic development in Central Asia.
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We also hope the CI as an intergovernmental organization between China and Central
Asian countries will give full play to its role as a high-end think-tank, and in particular do a
good job in organizing the CAREC Think Tanks Forum to make even greater contributions to
promoting regional cooperation and prosperous development. | would like to take this
opportunity to put forward a three-point hope for Cl to do a better job in organizing the

forum.
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First, it is to build the forum into a high-level knowledge cooperation forum. In
setting the them, the CI should fully rely on the Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation
Mechanism, strengthen its policy dialogue with member states and pinpoint the tough and hot
issues which affect Central Asian countries and regional economic development, so as to
make the theme of each forum incisive and to the point. As for organization, it is advisable for
ClI to integrate the Central Asian think thank networks and resources, and invite even more
prestigious think tanks and experts to the forum, so as to make the forum sparkle with wisdom
from all sides. Regarding publicity, Cl should work together with other sponsors of the forum
to continuously enhance the influence of the forum in the region and the world at large, so as
to make the forum enjoy growing prestige in Central Asia and the world at large.
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Second, it is to push the forum to better serve regional economic cooperation in
Central Asia. The CI should push the forum to center on CAREC 2030 and concrete needs of
the members states, to give full play to its role as a platform by focusing on the hot, key and
tough issues of Central Asia, and to provide the region with fresh, numerous and pragmatic
solutions and development suggestions. Additionally, the CI should push the forum to play an
important role in coordinating the Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation Mechanism
and the “Belt and Road” Initiative and to contribute wisdom and strength to the region’s
integrated development.
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Third, it is to push the CI to expand its partnerships. The Cl should seek cooperation
and mutual learning with such international high-end forums as Davos World Economic
Forum, Eurasian Economic Forum and Boao Forum for Asia. For one thing, it should push
the forum to pool the strengths of all related parties and introduce advanced development
concepts and experiences from around the world into Central Asia. For another, it should

propel the forum to send out its voice and to provide a Central Asian perspective on global



development, with a view of enhancing the impact of the forum and that of the Central Asian
Economic Cooperation Mechanism.
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Colleagues, ladies, gentlemen and friends,
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Since its founding seven decades ago, New China has gone through an extraordinary
journey. Today, China has become the second largest economy and the biggest trader of
goods in the world, with people’s livelihood steadily improving. Practice has proved that
China’s development is attained through opening up, and China must proceed by further
opening up. At the Second Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation Chinese
President Xi Jinping made a solemn promise that “we will expand market access for foreign
investment in more areas; we will increase the import of goods and services on an even larger
scale; and we will work harder to ensure the implementation of opening-up related policies.”
We believe China’s further opening-up is bound to provide new opportunities and new drivers
for the win-win cooperation between China and member states of Central Asia and among the
international community.
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The Chinese Ministry of Finance will as always support the CAREC Think Tanks Forum
to serve as a platform conducive to mutual learning and communication among related parties.
It is hoped that the member states of Central Asia will continue to support the forum and
continue to support and follow the operation and development of ClI, the host of the forum. It
is also hoped that CI’s important partners including ADB will continue to provide financial

and intellectual support for the forum development and the CI operation.
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Finally, wish this forum a complete success. Thank you!



