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megacities 

versus 

global cities 



Location of metropolitan functions 

• 38 variables on politics, 

  economy, research,  

  traffic, culture  
 

• 171,000 information for  

  8,500 locations 



125 metropolitan 

areas 
 

•  10 % of space 

•  50 % of population 

•  65 % of GDP 

•  80 % of metro- 

   politan functions 

 

= GDP of Germany, 

   France, UK, Italy, 

   Spain 



Brochure of the Metropolitan 
Regional of Nürnberg:  
 
“Urban-rural partnership as 
a success model” 
 
 
 
Global aspect: more visibility, 
more power 
 

Local effect: more balanced 
development, more 
acceptance 



Growth and balancing policy 

•  ongoing financial crisis 
 

•  difficult public borrowing 
 

•  growth regions in future recession 

  rural-urban partnerships as compromise between 

     growth and balancing policy on regional level 
 

  contribution to Europe 2020, more efficient funding 



Urban-rural partnerships – a topic in 

Germany and Europe 



A realistic idea? 

No  
 

• different demands and goals 

• different economic and administrative power 

• additional administrative burden 

• no statistically proven surplus value 

• no altruism/prejudices 

Yes  
 

• connecting complementary, similar, 

  same potentials 

• co-operation for mutual benefit 

• managing linkages for economic 

  development and quality of life 

• win-win situations and conflict management 



From linkages to partnership 
 

“quasinatural” linkages 

sectoral partnership 

integrated partnership 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes, only with 

effort 

Topics and time 



city 
    sub- 

urban 
rural area 

• accessibility to infrastructure 

• new forms of service provision 

• regional chains of value added  

• positioning of rural areas 

• tourism and cultural heritage 

• renewable energies 

• built-up area 

• joint spatial planning 

• open space 

• peri-urban agriculture 

• clusters, networking 

• internal/external marketing 

• governance, future strategies 

• economic development 

• ecology, environment 

Topics and strategic/project space: 

Variable geometry 

Small/medium 

sized towns 



German and EU framework 

 

 

 

• 8 demonstration regions 

with ~ 45 projects, 

selected from ~ 70 ideas 
 

• large variety of topics 
 

• covering 52% of 

Germany with 48% of the 

population 
 

• from 1/2008 to 6/2010 

     (+ 2nd phase till 2013) 

 

 

 

Metropolregion 

Hannover-Braunschweig- 

Göttingen-Wolfsburg 



Support (from federal level) 
(Federal Ministry of Transport, Building and Urban Affairs 

and Federal Office for Building and Regional Planning) 

•  project management for coordination, 

   workshops and publications 
  

•  ~ 1.1 Mio for 5 years from federal level 

   for regions and project management  

   + ~ 1 Mio Euro from the regions 

   themselves 

•  publications, meetings (3 times a year) 
 

•  analysis of the results and formulation 

   of political advice, brochure (for down- 

   load) 



Some project examples 

Regional chains of value added in Nürnberg region:  
16 formerly independent partners promote regional 
food products, Siemens canteen consumes for 4 
Mio. Euro food  

Joint spatial planning in Stuttgart region:  
formerly 5 individual, now 1 joint development plan 
matched concepts for logistics and regional trains  

New governance model in Central Germany 
Metropolitan Region: new members, new name, 
new financial basis, new voting procedure, 
integration of economy, academia, civil society 
 



Some project examples (ctd.) 

Clusters and networks in all regions, networking of 
networks, maritime economy, logistics, health, 
design, virtual engineering 

Transport infrastructure in many regions – on large 

scale (how to use transport corridors), on small 

scale (e.g. public transport from rural to urban 

regions), between different means of transport (e.g. 

ports, railway) 

Integration of rural areas in Hamburg/Northern 
Germany, survey and two conferences about rural 
needs and expectations, development of a strategy 
and charta 



Success 

factors 

linkages 

shared problems 

feeling of being 

a functional unit 

motivated actors win-win + conflict 

management on 

same eye level 

time (initially and 

for sustainability) 

experience/tradition 

in co-operation 

small steps 

certain form 

of governance 

(integrated approach) 

concrete and 

many projects 

strategy/ 

shared goals 

different 

actors 

No cook-book possible 
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