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Tourism must contribute to all SDGs, 
whilst not exceeding the planetary 
carrying capacity, and in a way that is 
truly sustainable and regenerative for 
a long time to come.

Taking an outcome-focused approach
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Transformation – what have we learned from the pandemic? 

https://www.slideshare.net/AnnaP/flourishing-beyond-sustainability-the-promise-of-a-regenerative-tourism
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Tourism’s contribution to global greenhouse gas emissions

Tourism 
contributes 8% 
to man-made 
emissions. 
Aviation alone 
is about 3%.

Assessing (over)dependence on tourism and 
diversifying

https://www.passengerterminaltoday.com/news/airport/covid-19-
hits-asia-pacific-airports.html
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Tourism’s contribution to global greenhouse gas emissions

Tourism 
contributes 8% 
to man-made 
emissions. 
Aviation alone 
is about 3%.

Valuing people and 
rethinking tourism 
careers
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Tourism’s contribution to global greenhouse gas emissions

Tourism 
contributes 8% 
to man-made 
emissions. 
Aviation alone 
is about 3%.

What impacts we measure?

https://www.thegef.org/newsroom/blog/post-covid-environmental-
changes-aim

https://www.nationthailand.com/thailand/general/40027977
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Extending traditional approaches to tourism 
policy to better integrate sustainability 
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Seven pathways for change
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Example 
Aotearoa 
New Zealand
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Example Global 
Himalayan 
Expedition (GHE)
• Supports development 

(‘bringing Clean Electricity’)
• Reduces CO2 emissions
• Provides training and 

livelihoods
• Empowers communities
• Diversifies tourism 
• Educates visitors
• Catalyses transformation 
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Conclusion
 Tourism can be an important contributor to SDGs
 COVID-19 presents an opportunity to change the tourism model –

consider the outcomes/benefits for local people and environment
 Change the way we value and measure aspects of tourism, especially 

with a thought of the long-term
 Governments have a key role to play as they enable change through 

policy, investment, and leadership
 We need to think in more integrated ways to understand tourism and use 

it effectively
 Ensuring tourism connects to other ‘momentum’ (e.g. green finance, 

nature restoration, circular economy)

Summary points
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